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Goal: Apply some element(s) from the course to a region of interest. This is your opportunity to explore any topic and to practice the structure of philosophical writing.

Structure: The final map project can take several forms based on your research interests. What I provide below outlines the elements that should be included in each component.

Annotated Map:

It is helpful to identify the four places of interest on the map with some mark or sticker. That way, I can easily locate and differentiate each place of interest. On a separate sheet of paper, write 3-5 sentences that:
· Name the location.
· Describe the location (what is found there?).

Short Summary Essay:

Introduction [Paragraph #1]

It is important to start a philosophical essay off in a way that clearly expresses the reason(s) for the essay. The one crucial element for any piece of academic writing is a thesis. So, this paragraph should (roughly in this order):
· Identify the region.
· Motivate the audience to care about the region (why is it interesting?).
· State your thesis (e.g., “In this essay, I will argue …”).

Outline [Paragraph #2]

After you motivate the essay, it is helpful to provide your reader with a roadmap. Philosophical essays are not suspenseful. Instead, try to give a 5-6 sentence summary of the essay.
· “This essay is broken into four steps.”
· “First, I will define [the concept that guides your analysis of the subject] …”
· “Second, I describe [your case] …”
· “Then, I will introduce two views to analyze the case.”
· “[Person A] might argue …”
· “[Person B] might argue …”
· “Finally, I conclude [restate the thesis].”



First Concept [Paragraph #3]

For this section, introduce a concept and explain it. The idea is to select a concept that will aid your discussion of the four places of interest. Be sure to:
· Identify the concept (you do not want to make your audience guess).
· Define the concept in a way that the audience can easily understand.
· Explain how environmental ethicists use the concept.

Second Concept [Paragraph #4]

[Same as “First Concept.”]

Places of Interests [Paragraphs #5, #6, #7, and #8]

Now, it is time to do the real work of philosophy. Apply the concepts to the places of interest. You do not need to apply both concepts to all four places. Remember, environmental ethics is complex, so some concepts apply in certain situations but not others. Instead, you want to:
· Identity the place of interest (either a proper name or general area within the region).
· Briefly describe the place of interest.
· Explain how a concept applies (or does not apply) to the place of interest. Be specific!

Conclusion [Paragraph #9]

A conclusion is crucial to good philosophical writing. To help the reader understand the key takeaway, the conclusion reconnects the dots. You should:
· Restate your thesis (from paragraph #1).
· Briefly argue for the thesis by defending the application of the concepts to the four places of interest (in 4-6 sentences).
· Finish with a brief statement about how your thesis leads to an obligation to the region (in 1-2 sentences).

