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Care ethics: view attending to and meeting the needs of the particular others for whom we take responsibility
· values emotion rather than rejects it
· emphasizes relations (sympathy, compassion, fidelity, love)
· famous figures: Virginia Held, Carol Gilligan

Consequentialism/Utilitarianism: view that right actions are those that result in the most beneficial balance 
of good over bad consequences for everyone involved
· emphasizes the maximization of happiness/utility (cost-benefit analysis)
· famous figures: John Stuart Mill, Jeremy Bentham

Contract ethics/Contractarianism: theories of right and wrong that are based on the idea of a social contract or agreement among individuals for mutual advantage
· famous figures: Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Rawls

Divine command theory: right actions are commanded by God and wrong actions are those forbidden by God
· famous figures: William of Ockham, St. Augustine of Hippo, Søren Kierkegaard

Deontology/Kantian ethics: view that right action requires the fulfillment of duties (independent of outcomes)
· emphasizes intentions, will, volition
· famous figures: Immanuel Kant, Martha Nussbaum

Natural law theory: moral/legal rules are inherent in human nature, which are discoverable through reason and are independent of man-made laws
· famous figures: Cicero, the Mu’tazilites, Averroes, St. Thomas Aquinas
· also relevant: Aristotle, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Virtue ethics: a moral theory that focuses on the development of virtuous character
· examples of virtues: courage, honesty, temperance, generosity
· examples of vices: cowardice, recklessness, selfishness, laziness
· famous figures: Aristotle, Confucius, Plato
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Absolutism: belief that objective moral principles allow no exceptions or must be applied the same way in all cases and cultures

Agent: a person who has the ability to discern right from wrong and to be held accountable 

Altruism: selfless concern for the welfare of others at a cost or risk to oneself

Autonomy: a person’s rational capacity for self-governance or self-determination

Beneficence: acting so as to produce good for others (charity, mercy, kindness)

-centrisms (environmental ethics):
· Anthropocentrism: human interests are most important
· Biocentrism: rights and needs are not more important than those of other living things 
· Ecocentrism: the ecosphere, rather than the biosphere, as central in importance and attempts to redress the imbalance created by anthropocentrism

Considered moral judgments: ethical beliefs reached after careful deliberation, reflection, and with minimal bias

Competence: ability to render decisions about (medical) interventions

Difference principle: (Rawls) social/economic inequalities are to be arranged to benefit the least advantaged

Doctrine of double effect: principle that performing a bad action to bring about a good effect is never morally acceptable, but performing a good action may sometimes be acceptable even if it produces a bad effect

Duty: act that is necessary for moral reasons or legal obligations
· Perfect duty: strict obligation that does not permit exceptions [“must not”] (e.g., duty to not lie)
· Imperfect duty: flexible obligation that permits exceptions [“should”] (e.g., duty to help others)
· Positive duty: obligation to act in a certain way (e.g., duty to provide safety equipment to employees)
· Negative duty: obligation to not act in a certain way (e.g., duty to not steal)

Egoism: the idea that an action should be performed if and only if performing the action maximizes self-interest
· Psychological egoism: idea that actions are inherently driven by self-interest (descriptive)
· Ethical egoism: belief that a person should always do what is in their self-interest (normative)

Equality: everyone deserves the same moral consideration and the same treatment

Equity: each person has different circumstances and allocates the resources needed to reach an equal outcome

Essentialism: view that people or things have some unchanging characteristics

Ethics (kinds):
· Applied: the use of moral norms and concepts to resolve practical and moral issues
· Descriptive: the study of morality using the methodology of science
· Metaethics: the study of the meaning and justification of basic moral beliefs
· Normative: the search for, and justification of, moral standards, or norms

Fair equality of opportunity: (Rawls) social/economic positions are formally open to all and everyone has a fair chance to attain those positions

Goods: products/resources that are required for a good life
· Natural goods: inherent human traits affected by nature (e.g., intelligence, health, vigor)
· Social primary goods: (Rawls) resources distributed by societal institutions (e.g., liberty, wealth) 

Harm principle: (Mill) actions of individuals should be limited only to prevent harm to other individuals

Imperative: a non-negotiable moral duty or command that must be done because it is fundamentally right
· Categorical imperative: (Kant)
· First formulation: act only on the maxim through which you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law
· Second formulation: act in such a way that you always treat humanity, whether in your own person or in the person of any other, never simply as a means, but always at the same time as an end
· Hypothetical imperative: (Kant)
· a line of reasoning that depends on “if…, then…” calculation

Informed consent: action of an autonomous, informed person agreeing to submit to treatment/experimentation

Justice (kinds):
· Distributive: who gets what?
· Procedural: how are individuals to be treated?
· Punitive/Retributive: what kind of punishment should one receive?
· Reparative/Restitutive/Restorative: how can things be corrected or set right?

  (social – four traditional theories):
· Communitarian: emphasizes principles of justice as derived from conceptions of the good developed in moral communities
· Egalitarian: emphasizes equal access to the goods in life that every rational person values, often invoking material criteria of need and equality
· Libertarian: emphasizes individual rights to social/economic liberty, while invoking fair procedures as the basis of justice
· Utilitarian: emphasizes a mixture of criteria for the purpose of maximizing public utility


Lottery: a set of circumstances beyond one’s control
· Natural lottery: the distribution of advantageous/disadvantageous genetic properties
· Social lottery: the distribution of assets/deficits via family property, school systems, tribal affiliation, government agencies, and the like

Maxim: a moral principle that governs behavior

Monism: (as opposed to pluralism) idea that all moral duties are derived from a single principle, value, or good

Moral intuition: direct, or immediate, apprehension of moral facts

Moral judgment: to a decision about what one should do in a morally problematic situation, what is right and what is wrong when deciding what to do

Moral permissibility: OK to do? acts permitted or not permitted on moral grounds

Moral status/standing: whether or not ethical considerations apply to an entity (i.e., is the entity worthy of ethical consideration?)

Naturalistic fallacy: logical error of assuming that a thing is right or good since it is “natural” or exists in nature

Needs: something which a human being must have in order to live a recognizably human life

Nihilism: (as opposed to realism) no inherent meaning, purpose, or intrinsic value exists

Norms: standardized ways of conduct and behavior in society, company, or other organization

Nonmaleficence: an obligation not to inflict harm on others

Obligation: moral requirement to follow a course of action, that is to do, or refrain from doing certain things

Paternalism: the overriding of a person’s actions or decision-making for his own good
· Strong paternalism: overriding a person’s actions/choices even though the actions/choices qualify as autonomous
· Weak paternalism: overriding a person’s actions/choices when the person’s autonomy is substantially diminished (i.e., the person lacks the capacity to make autonomous decisions)

Person/Personhood: denotes individual beings who count as morally significant agents 

Pluralism: (as opposed to monism) idea that there are multiple principles that are equally valid but conflict

Pragmatism: an approach that determines the rightness of an action by its practical, real-world consequences

Precept: a guiding rule, principle, or directive meant to govern action or moral behavior

Proxy: person or entity that possesses the authority to represent someone else

Realism: (as opposed to nihilism) independent reality exits independent of one’s perceptions

Reflective equilibrium: (Rawls) iterative method that seeks coherence between general principles and considered moral judgments

Relativism: view that moral standards are not objective but are relative to what individuals or cultures believe
· subjective relativism: right actions are those sanctioned by a person
· cultural relativism: right actions are those sanctioned by one’s culture

Right: a justified claim that individuals and groups can make upon other individuals and groups can make upon other individuals upon society
· Negative right: a right to be free from some intervention by others
· Positive right: a right to receive a particular good or service from others

Sentience: the capacity to experience pleasure/pain (often used to indicate moral status in environmental ethics)

Speciesism: (Singer) a bias toward the interests of members of one's own species over those of other species

Supererogation: doing more than what is required by duty, obligation, or need (“beyond the call of duty”)

Value: the degree of importance of a thing or action
· Instrumental value: valuable as a means to some end
· Intrinsic value: valuable “in itself” or “for its own sake”
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