How-To: Case Study Template

Instructions: The case study assignment is evaluated according to the grading criteria outlined in the “Case Study Rubric” (found on the course page). The assignment is split into three parts. The first two parts introduce concepts. The third offers a critical resolution to the case study. Write eight paragraphs in total. Remember, each paragraph is expected to include certain discussion elements. This template is provided merely as a tool to facilitate the writing process. But students are permitted to submit the case study assignment by filling out this template.

There is no “specific” question that the case study aims to answer. Instead, the purpose of the assignment is to practice applying concepts to real situations. The idea is to explore how you might (1) rationalize the ethical stakes in the case and (2) justify your rationalization.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Part I: Concept #1

Paragraph #1: Discuss details from the case that will be connected with the selected concept. It is (very) possible that some details will have to be inferred. Consider actions, outcomes, potential motivations, character traits, relevant stakeholders that appear in the case (or might be implied by the context of the case). [~100 words]




Paragraph #2: Define and explain the concept. Incorporate a citation from the course reading list in a meaningful way. Suggestions: Start by defining the concept in the first sentence, then unpack the definition in the following sentences. What moral considerations are important? Motivations? Outcomes? Certain relationships between stakeholders? Another tactic is to introduce a simple example, then identify the concept’s role in the example. [~200 words]




Paragraph #3: Establish a logical connection between the concept and the case. Justify why the concept is useful for understanding the case. This paragraph should be a synthesis of paragraphs #1 and #2 that provides defensible reasons for the concept’s application. [~200 words]



Part II: Concept #2

Paragraph #1: Discuss details from the case that will be connected with the selected concept. It is (very) possible that some details will have to be inferred. Consider actions, outcomes, potential motivations, character traits, relevant stakeholders that appear in the case (or might be implied by the context of the case). [~ 100 words] [Note: Different details are relevant to different concepts. Do NOT simply copy your paragraph #1 from before.]



Paragraph #2: Define and explain the concept. Incorporate a citation from the course reading list in a meaningful way. Suggestions: Start by defining the concept in the first sentence, then unpack the definition in the following sentences. What moral considerations are important? Motivations? Outcomes? Certain relationships between stakeholders? Another tactic is to introduce a simple example, then identify the concept’s role in the example. [~200 words]



Paragraph #3: Establish a logical connection between the concept and the case. Justify why the concept is useful for understanding the case. This paragraph should be a synthesis of paragraphs #1 and #2 that provides defensible reasons for the concept’s application. [~200 words]




Part III: Resolution

Paragraph #1: Provide a discussion of how the two selected concepts relate to one another. Does one concept violate the other? Do the two concepts synergize? Are the concepts not mutually exclusive in an interesting way? Is it possible to employ both? How so? [~200 words]



Paragraph #2: Outline a definitive evaluation of the case using the discussions from the previous paragraphs. Is there a moral responsibility to a particular stakeholder or groups of stakeholders? Is one action morally justifiable as another is morally indefensible? Explain why using the two concepts as the foundation for the claims. [~200 words]



