General Structure of a Critical Summary

Below is a visual representation of the critical summary with the key parts highlighted. In your submission, you do NOT need to highlight anything, but you are welcome to if you want. This document is simply supposed to help you to see the general structure of the critical summary and offer examples of what each of the key parts might look like.

1. Article’s thesis: A one-sentence description of the view or argument defended in the article (stated in introductory paragraph and conclusion paragraph)

i. Dupré posits that the world is composed of processes all the way up and all the way down but still acknowledges the existence of individuals.

ii. Leopold defends ecocentrism, which is the view that nature possesses intrinsic value.

2. Steps of the argument: Explain and connect the individual steps the article takes to motivate the issue and/or defend its thesis (topics of individual body paragraphs)

i. [bookmark: _Hlk132915066]For Dupré, the structures that allow for the appearance of permanent things are “maintained by underlying activities” – making those processes ontologically prior (p. 15).

ii. Leopold argues that an action is wrong if it fails to “preserve the integrity stability, and beauty of the biotic community” (p. 14).

3. Criticism(s) of the argument: Identify and explain how the thesis might be challenged (noted in the introductory paragraph and expanded in the conclusion paragraph)

i. Despite voicing opposition against substance ontology at every turn, Dupré’s account of processual individualism seems to remain open to the idea that formal causes ultimately impose order on processes. 

ii. Although Leopold makes valid points in favor of the idea that nature possesses intrinsic value, it is not immediately clear that “stability” functions as an appropriate benchmark to evaluate actions since instability occurs spontaneously throughout nature.
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Critical Summary of ____________

[Introductory Paragraph]---------------------------

· Concepts / ideas identified

· Article’s thesis stated

· Criticism(s) hinted at

[Outline Paragraph]---------------------------------

· The article argues for its conclusion in X number of steps

· Step 1
· Step 2
· Step 3
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· Thus, the article concludes its thesis

[Body Paragraph #1]--------------------------------

· Step 1 of the argument connected to important concept / idea

· Explanation/Support…

· Explanation/Support…

· Explanation/Support…

· Potential Criticism?

[Body Paragraph #2]--------------------------------

· Step 2 of the argument connected to important concept / idea
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· Explanation/Support…

· Explanation/Support…

· Explanation/Support…

· Potential Criticism?

[Body Paragraph #3]--------------------------------

· Step 3 of the argument connected to important concept / idea

· Explanation/Support…

· Explanation/Support…

· Explanation/Support…

· Potential Criticism?
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[Criticism Paragraph]-------------------------------

· Restate article’s thesis

· State explicit criticism

· Criticism Explained…

· Criticism Explained…

· Criticism Explained…



