Final Essay Project Rubric for Introductory Courses

	
	0 points
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points
	5 points

	Paragraph #1: Introduction (~100 words)
- identifies the subject
- motivates the essay
- states a clear thesis
	The paragraph is missing
	Only one element is present with little discussion
	Only one element is present with some discussion
	Only two elements are present with little discussion
	Only two elements are present with some discussion
	All three elements are present

	Paragraph #2: Outline (~100 words)
- identifies the number of steps (4)
- gives a sentence for each step
	The paragraph is missing
	Only one element is present
	Both elements are present
	
	
	

	Paragraph #3: Concept (~200 words)
- defines the concept
- describes the concept
	The paragraph is missing
	The concept is discussed but it is not explicitly defined
	The concept is explicitly defined but the description is not clear
	The concept is defined and the description is clear

	Paragraph #4: Example (~200 words)
- describes the example
- details for paragraphs #5 and #6
	The paragraph is missing
	The example is difficult to follow
	The example is easy to follow
	
	
	

	Paragraph #5: Source #1 (~200 words)
- identifies the source
- connects the source to the example
	The paragraph is missing
	Source is missing but there is some discussion
	Source is present but not connected to the example
	Source is present and connected to the example
	
	

	Paragraph #6: Source #2 (~200 words)
- identifies the source
- connects the source to the example
	The paragraph is missing
	Source is missing but there is some discussion
	Source is present but not connected to the example
	Source is present and connected to the example
	
	

	Paragraph #7: Comparison (~200 words)
- compares the two sources
- contrasts the two sources
	The paragraph is missing
	Only one element is present or there is little discussion
	Both elements are present with a few sentences for each
	
	
	

	Paragraph #8: Conclusion (~200 words)
- restates the thesis from paragraph #1
- defends the thesis
- uses the concept from paragraph #3 in relation to the example in paragraph #4
	The paragraph is missing
	Only one element is present with little discussion
	Only one element is present with some discussion
	Only two elements are present with little discussion
	Only two elements are present with some discussion
	All three elements are present

	Structure: Requirements
- 1,200-1,800 words
- (at least) one outside resource
	Both requirements are not met 
	Only one requirement is met
	Both requirements are met
	
	




 Score: __________ / 30
