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Goal: To apply some element(s) from the course to an area of interest. The beauty of philosophy is that we get to talk about anything (e.g., biology, ecology, technology, healthcare, business, video games, film, social media, etc.). If you can think it, then there is a “philosophy of __________ .” So, for this final essay assignment, select something that interests you!

Structure: The final essay should be 1,200-1,800 words. The format below explains what different paragraphs should accomplish, what should be included, and how long each paragraph should be.

Paragraph #1: Introduction (~100 words)

It is important to start a philosophical essay off in a way that clearly expresses the reason(s) for the essay. The one crucial element for any piece of academic writing is a thesis. So, this paragraph should include (roughly in this order):
· Identify the subject of the essay.
· Motivate the subject (why do we care about it?).
· State your thesis (e.g., “In this essay, I will argue …”).

Paragraph #2: Outline (~100 words)

After you motivate the essay, it is helpful to provide your reader with a roadmap. Philosophical essays are not suspenseful. Instead, try to give a short summary of the essay (5-6 sentences).
· “This essay is broken into four steps.”
· “First, I will define [the concept that guides your analysis of the subject] …”
· “Second, I describe [your case] …”
· “Then, I will introduce two views to analyze the case.”
· “[Person A] might argue …”
· “[Person B] might argue …”
· “Finally, I conclude [restate the thesis].”

Paragraph #3: Defining the Concept (~200 words)

You want to make sure that your reader has a clear understanding of the concept that directs your discussion. So, be sure to explain the concept in a way that assumes that your reader has no familiarity with it (or philosophy).
· Define the concept (e.g., “[Concept] is defined as …”).
· Describe how the concept is used in philosophical discussions (where does it apply?).
· Explain why the concept is fundamental to your thesis.


Paragraph #4: Example (~200 words)

Since this is an introductory course, I would like for you to connect the course content to something in the real world (that interests you). In this paragraph, I want you to describe that example in a way that sets up your analysis. The example could be a general activity (e.g., hiking, playing video games, etc.), a specific case (e.g., Crash Bandicoot, TikTok ban, etc.). So, for this paragraph, I am looking for:
· A simple description of the example.
· Details that will be important for paragraphs #5 and #6.

Paragraph #5: First Source (~200 words)

For this paragraph, introduce an outside source and discuss how that source might respond to the example. Be sure to:
· Identify the source at the beginning of the paragraph.
· Connect your concept from paragraph #3 to the source.
· Explain how the source might respond to the case (appeal to details in paragraph #4).

Paragraph #6: Second Source (~200 words)

[Same as paragraph #5.]

Paragraph #7: Compare the Sources (~200 words)

Now, it is time to bring the two sources into conversation with one another. This is where the philosophical magic happens. You want to compare and contrast the two sources in a way that makes it clear how their accounts are distinct.
· Compare the two sources (e.g., “[Person A] and [Person B] would agree …”]).
· Contrast the two sources (e.g., “[Person A] and [Person B] would disagree …”]).

Paragraph #8: Conclusion (~200 words)

Many people will tell you that academic papers are roughly 90% synthesis and 10% original contribution. This paragraph is your 10%. Here, I want you to express your take on the example as it relates to your prior discussion. Ultimately, this last paragraph is where you defend your thesis from paragraph #1.
· Restate your thesis (from paragraph #1).
· Defend your thesis (appeal to your previous discussions in paragraphs #5, #6, and #7).
· Give your view on the example from paragraph #4 that uses the concept in paragraph #3.
