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Tips:
· Thesis: every piece of writing should have a clear thesis (e.g., “I argue X”, “I defend Y”, “I reject Z”)
· thesis = conclusion: the statements in the piece of writing are meant to convince a reader to accept the thesis just as a formal proof is meant to convince someone to accept the conclusion
· Logical organization: each paragraph or section should accomplish some clear and specific logical purpose (e.g., connecting one premise to the next, explaining why a premise should be accepted, defending against a possible objection to the argument)
· outline: sometimes an outline of the argument as a proof facilitates the writing process  
· Critical reflection: try to guess how someone might critique the argument and try to respond to the critiques (e.g., “Someone might counter my argument by claiming… But such a claim is unconvincing because…”)
· Signposting: occasionally explain (or summarize) (1) how the argument has arrived at a particular point and (2) what steps are left in the argument. (e.g., “So far, I argued X because… Next, I will connect X to Y.”)
· signposting is a technique to help the reader easily follow the argument

Typical structure of a philosophical essay:
· Introduction: (1) identify the topic, (2) briefly motivate the topic, and (3) state the thesis
· example: “X is a topic in … For a long time, people have held divided opinions about X because… In this essay, I will argue [something about X].”
· Overview paragraph: briefly outline the steps that structure the essay (a roadmap for the discussion ahead)
· example: “This essay is separated into three parts. The first part… In the second part, … Finally, …”
· Body paragraphs: write a paragraph for each step that accomplishes some goal in relation to the argument
· potential goals: (1) define a concept, (2) describe how a concept is applied, (3) provide an example, (4) discuss the implications of a certain perspective, (5) critique the logic of an alternative argument
· Response to criticism(s) paragraph: (1) present the best possible criticism(s) to the argument and (2) explain how the essay’s argument is not necessarily susceptible to the criticism(s)
· example: “Some may criticize my argument because… But that criticism is not relevant because…”
· Conclusion: (1) summarize the steps in the argument and (2) reaffirm the thesis
· example: “In this essay, I first… Then, I … Finally, I … Therefore, [reaffirm the thesis].”

Typical structure of a LSAT/GRE essay: (400-700 words / quality over quantity / be clear and concise)
· Introduction: (1) state the essay’s thesis, (2) hint at a counterargument, and (3) list the steps of the argument
· example: “In this essay, I will defend [thesis]. Even though some might claim [counterargument], I will argue [step 1]. If X is accepted, then it entails [step 2]. Therefore, [thesis].”
· Body paragraphs: discuss each step in its own individual paragraph, and be sure to connect the paragraphs
· example: “To successfully defend my thesis, I must first establish [step 1]. One reason to accept this premise is… Additionally… Thus, we should accept [step 1].”
“Now that [step 1] is established, I argue [step 2]…[step 1] logically implies [step 2] since…”
· Counterargument paragraph: (1) discuss the counterargument from the introduction and (2) respond to it
· example: “As I noted, some might claim [counterargument]. On the one hand, the counterargument has merit because… On the other hand, the counterargument should be rejected because…
Conclusion [if time permits]: (1) summarize the body paragraphs and the counterargument paragraph in one sentence each and (2) restate the thesis
