General Structure of the Final Project

Goal: Apply some element(s) from the course to an area of interest. This is your chance to explore any topic and to practice the structure of philosophical writing.

Structure: The final project can take several forms. Past students have submitted maps, art projects, blog posts, and video content. However, there is always a written component. The format below explains what elements should be included in the written component.

Introduction [Paragraph #1]

It is important to start a philosophical essay off in a way that clearly expresses the reason(s) for the essay. The one crucial element for any piece of academic writing is a thesis. So, this paragraph should (roughly in this order):
· Identify the subject of the essay.
· Motivate the subject (why do we care about it?  why is it interesting?).
· State your thesis (e.g., “In this essay, I will argue …”).

Outline [Paragraph #2]

After you motivate the essay, it is helpful to provide your reader with a roadmap. Philosophical essays are not suspenseful. Instead, try to give a 5-6 sentence summary of the essay.
· “This essay is broken into four steps.”
· “First, I will define [the concept that guides your analysis of the subject] …”
· “Second, I describe [your case] …”
· “Then, I will introduce two views to analyze the case.”
· “[Person A] might argue …”
· “[Person B] might argue …”
· “Finally, I conclude [restate the thesis].”

Thought Experiment / Example [Paragraphs #3 and #4]

Some of the most effective tools of an academic essay are thought experiments and examples. I want you to introduce a thought experiment of describe an example in a way that contributes to your thesis. If you introduce a thought experiment, then it should be easy to follow. If you describe an example, then it should be specific (e.g., The Great Salt Lake, fire management, biases in AI facial recognition, etc.). For this part of the final project, I am looking for:
· First: introduce the thought experiment or describe the example.
· Second: highlight the complexities of the thought experiment or example and explain the relevance to your thesis.
First View [Paragraphs #5 and #6]

For this section, introduce an outside source and discuss how that source might respond to the thought experiment or example. Be sure to:
· First: explain the source’s contribution to the discussion (e.g., a concept or an argument).
· Second: discuss how the source might respond to the thought experiment or example.

Second View [Paragraphs #7 and #8]

[Same as “First View.”]

Critical Analysis [Paragraphs #9, #10, and #11]

Now, it is time to do the real work of philosophy. The idea is to give your view. You want to accomplish this in three steps:
· First: state your view in response to the thought experiment or example.
· Second: situate your view with respect to the two views that you previously discussed.
· Third: identify and explain the advantageous of your view.

Conclusion [Paragraph #12]

A conclusion is crucial to good philosophical writing. Philosophy is complex, and it is easy to lose the thread along the way. To help the reader understand the key takeaway, the conclusion reconnects the dots. You should:
· Restate your thesis (from paragraph #1)
· Summarize the two views from outside sources (in 1-2 sentences).
· Summarize your view (in 3-5 sentences).
