	Does the final project clearly state its thesis and consistently defend it?

	0 Points
	12 Points
	15 Points
	18 Points

	
	The thesis is never made clear, and no argument is defended.
	The thesis is stated but is also unclear, and/or the argument defending the thesis is inconsistent.
	The thesis is clearly stated, but the argument does not provide a consistent defense of the thesis.

	The thesis is clearly stated, and the argument does provide a consistent defense of the thesis.


	Does the final project provide critical analysis of competing responses to the thesis?

	0 Points
	12 Points
	15 Points
	18 Points

	
	The final project does not present any clear views responding to its thesis. The thesis is argued for by using “I think...” or “I believe…” statements as justification.

	The final project only defends / criticizes one view responding to its thesis with little critical analysis of competing views.

	The final project presents competing views responding to its thesis but does not attempt to bring the views in conversation with one another.
	The final project presents competing views responding to its thesis and does bring the views in conversation with one another.

	Does the final project use its outside sources accurately and effectively?

	0 Points
	12 Points
	15 Points
	18 Points

	
	Ideas are wrongly attributed to sources and/or any sources that are included are cited superficially.
 
	The writer includes less sources than expected, does not accurately depict the sources’ ideas, and/or does not meaningfully incorporate the sources.

	The writer cites the correct number of sources and the ideas associated with the sources are accurate; however, the citations do not advance the argument.
	The writer cites the correct number of sources, represents the sources’ ideas accurate, and the citations help to advance the argument.

	Is the final project correctly formatted, does it meet the length / detail requirements, and is the essay component free of grammatical mistakes?

	0 Points
	6 Points

	
	The final project is formatted incorrectly, it does not meet the minimum length requirement or exceeds it considerably, and/or is filled with grammatical mistakes. 
	The final project is formatted properly (one-inch margins, 12 pt. font, double-spaced), the final project meets the length / detail requirements, and the essay component is relatively free of grammatical mistakes.


	

	
	
	Score          __________ / 60
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